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Abstract. The relevance of this study stems from the need for a profound
understanding of the origins of the legal foundations of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations
in the context of contemporary challenges associated with European integration,
international cooperation, and global geopolitical transformations. In the current
environment, as Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania actively counter external
threats, particularly Russian aggression, and strive for deeper integration into the
European legal and political space, analyzing the historical prerequisites for the
development of their bilateral relations assumes particular significance. Examining the
legal framework established between 1989 and 1994 enables not only an assessment
of the contribution of these relations to strengthening the sovereignty of both states but
also the identification of lessons for contemporary diplomacy aimed at countering
hybrid threats, enhancing international security, and upholding democratic values.
Furthermore, the topic’s relevance is underscored by the need to refine mechanisms for
legal interaction within international organizations, such as the European Union, where

Ukraine and Lithuania jointly advocate for their interests.
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The purpose of the article is to analyze the legal framework for the formation
of bilateral relations between Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania in 1989-1994,
focusing on the legal nature, significance, and impact of key agreements on the
establishment of the international legal status of both states. The research
methodology combines historical-chronological, comparative, and systemic
approaches with an interdisciplinary analysis of legal, political, and historical aspects.
The results demonstrate that informal contacts between the People’s Movement of
Ukraine and the Lithuanian Sgjudis movement laid the groundwork for legally
formalized bilateral relations, which facilitated the development of a legal framework
for cooperation. The agreements concluded between 1991 and 1994 became the
foundation for strengthening the international legal status of Ukraine and Lithuania, as
well as their integration into the European legal space. The conclusions of the study
contribute to the improvement of modern mechanisms of interstate cooperation, in
particular in the field of bilateral trade, economic and legal obligations.

Keywords: Ukraine, Republic of Lithuania, international law, bilateral

agreements, diplomacy, legal aid.

Buroku ¢popMyBaHHS MOJITHKO-TIPABOBOI 0a3u MisK YKpaiHowo i JIuTOBCHhKOI0

Pecny6.aikoro (1989-1994 pp.)

HoryasieB Ouexcanap Iroposuy,
KaHAUAAT ICTOPUYHKUX HAyK, CTapIIUi BUKIIana4d kadeapu ictopii Ykpainu
BinHuubkuii [epkaBHUM NeJaroriyHuid yHIBEpCUTET iMeH1 Muxaiina

Komro6uncnkoro, Ykpaina, https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6316-0616

AHoTanisi. AKTyaJIbHICTh AOCITIPKEHHSI 3yMOBJIEHA HEOOXI1IHICTIO TJINOOKOTO
OCMMCIIEHHSI BUTOKIB IIPAaBOBUX OCHOB YKPAiHChKO-TUTOBCHKHUX BITHOCUH Y KOHTEKCTI
Cy4YaCHUX BUKJIMKIB, TOB’A3aHUX 13 €BPONEHUCHKOIO IHTETpalli€l0, MIKHAPOJIHUM

CIIBPOOITHUIITBOM Ta TIJ00aTbHUMH TEOMOMITHYHUMHU TpaHchopmarisiMu. Y
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CydacHUX yMOBax, koiu YkpaiHa Ta JlutoBchka PecmyOiika akTUBHO IMPOTHUCTOSITh
30BHIIIHIM 3arpo3aMm, 30KpeMa pOCIMCBbKIA arpecii, Ta MNparHyTh 1O MOTIUOJICHHS
1HTerpamii y €BpONEeNChKUIl MPaBOBUU 1 MOMITUYHUN MIPOCTIp, aHaAI3 ICTOPUYHUX
nepeaymMoB (QopMyBaHHS IXHIX JBOCTOPOHHIX BIJHOCMH HaOyBae OCOOJIHUBOTO
3HaueHHsA. BuBueHHs npaBoBoi 0a3u, 3aknaneHoi y 1989-1994 poxax, no3Boiisie He
JUIIE OIIHUTH BHECOK IIUX BIAHOCHH Y 3MIIHEHHS CYBEPEHITETY 000X JEepKaB, aje U
BUSIBUTH YPOKH JUIsl Cy4acHO! JIUILIOMATii, COPSIMOBAHOI Ha MPOTHUIIIO TiOpUIAHUM
3arpo3aMm, 3MIIHEHHS MIXKHApOAHOI Oe3meku Ta MIATPUMKY JAEeMOKPATUUYHUX
niHHocte. KpiM Toro, akTyaiabHICTh TEMU MOCHIIOETHCS MOTPEOOI0 BIOCKOHAJICHHS
MEXaHi3MIB MPABOBOI B3a€MOJII B paMKax MIKHApPOJHHMX OpraHi3alii, Takux sK
€Bponericekuit Coro3, A¢ YKpaiHna Ta JIuTBa ciijabHO BiCTOIOIOTH CBOI IHTEPECH.

MerTo1o cTatTi € aHami3 NpaBOBUX 3acaj GOpPMYyBaHHS ABOCTOPOHHIX BIAHOCUH
MK YKpaiHoto Ta JlutoBchkoro PecnyOmikoro y 1989-1994 pokax, 3 akieHTOM Ha
IOpUJINYHY TPUPOAY, 3HAUCHHS Ta BIUIMB KIYOBUX YTOJ HAa CTAHOBIICHHS
MDKHApOJHO-TIPABOBOIO  cTarycy 000X JepkaB. MeromoJioriss JA0CaiaKeHHS
IPYHTY€ETHCS HA TOEAHAHH1 ICTOPUKO-XPOHOJIOTTYHOTO, MOPIBHIBHOTO Ta CUCTEMHOTO
MIIXOAIB 3 MUKIUCHUIUTIHAPHUM aHAII30M NPaBOBUX, MOJITUYHHUX Ta 1CTOPUYHUX
acriekTiB. OTpumaHi pe3yJbTaTH CBiIYaTh, M0 HEPOPMaATbHI KOHTAKTH MIXK
Hapoanum pyxom Ykpainu Ta TUTOBCHKUM pyxoM «Caroficy» 3aKiainu MATPYHTS s
IOpUIUYHO O(OPMIIEHUX JBOCTOPOHHIX BIJHOCUH, $KI CHPUSIIA (HOPMYBAHHIO
npaBoBoi 0a3u criBnpaili. YiiaagaeHi y 1991-1994 pokax yroau craiu OCHOBOIO st
3MII[HEHHS MIDKHapOJHO-IIPABOBOr0 CTaTycy YKpaiHu Ta JIUTBU, a TakoX iXHBOI
iHTerpamii /10 €BPOMEHCHKOTO MPaBOBOTO MNPOCTOPY. BHCHOBKM JOCIIIKEHHS
CIPUSIOTH BJIOCKOHAJICHHIO CYYaCHUX MEXaH13MIB MIXKJEP>KaBHOI CIIBIIpalll, 30KpemMa
y cdepi IBOCTOPOHHIX TOPrOBO-€KOHOMIYHHUX 1 FOPUIUYHUX 3000B’S3aHb.

KurouoBi cioBa: Ykpaina, JIutea, Mi>xkHapoJiIHE MpaBo, JBOCTOPOHHI yTOJH,

JTUTIIOMATIs, paBOBa JIOTIOMOTa.
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Problem statement. The formation of the politico-legal framework for
Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations between 1989 and 1994 played a pivotal role in
establishing both states as subjects of international law and laid the foundation for their
integration into the European legal space. An analysis of the legal nature of bilateral
agreements from this period provides insight into the mechanisms underpinning the
development of international legal partnerships.

Societal transformations in Lithuania and Ukraine began prior to the official
dissolution of the USSR, even before the declarations of independence by both nations,
following the introduction of the policy of glasnost in 1987. The activation of national-
political forces in Lithuania culminated in the establishment of the Lithuanian
Movement for Restructuring (Sgjudis) in 1988, while in Ukraine, the Popular
Movement of Ukraine for Restructuring was formed in 1989. Consequently, the
research problem lies in the need for a comprehensive analysis of the origins of
Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations, encompassing both informal ties at the level of civic
movements and political elites during the disintegration of the USSR, as well as the
process of establishing a normative-legal framework during the early years of
independence of both states up to 1994, when the first convocation of Ukraine’s
Verkhovna Rada concluded its work.

The lack of a systematic approach to studying the early stages of the politico-
legal framework’s formation limits the understanding of the deeper factors that
contributed to the resilience of Ukrainian-Lithuanian partnership. Thus, this research
aims to address these gaps by analyzing both the ideological and practical aspects of
cooperation that formed the bedrock of contemporary relations between Ukraine and
Lithuania.

Analysis of recent research and publications. To investigate the origins of the
formation of the politico-legal basis for relations between Ukraine and the Lithuanian
Republic, a wide range of sources has been utilized, encompassing official documents,
scholarly publications, and online resources. This combination has facilitated a

comprehensive approach to analyzing the historical preconditions, political, and legal

https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3041-2110

YBech KOHTEHT JlilieH30BaHo 3a ymoBaMmu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license

g\


https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

@ |0

dimensions of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations during the period of their statehood
formation.

Official documents form the cornerstone for studying the legal foundation of
Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations. These include key bilateral agreements, such as the
Protocol on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between Ukraine and the
Lithuanian Republic dated November 21, 1991, the Treaty on Legal Assistance and
Legal Relations in Civil, Family, and Criminal Matters dated July 7, 1993, the Treaty
on Friendship and Cooperation dated February 8, 1994, as well as agreements on free
trade and cooperation in education, science, and culture dated August 4, 1993. These
documents, published on the official portal of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, provide
reliable information on the legal formalization of bilateral relations during the early
stages of independence for both states. Additionally, the Resolution of the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine «On the Main Directions of Ukraine’s Foreign Policy» dated July 2,
1993, elucidates the strategic priorities of Ukraine’s foreign policy that contributed to
the development of its partnership with Lithuania.

To establish a theoretical foundation for the study, a range of scholarly
publications has been analyzed. Articles by Ya. Vizniak [26; 27] explore the historical
preconditions and contemporary realities of Ukrainian-Lithuanian cooperation,
emphasizing its evolution from cultural ties to strategic partnership. Ya. Bilyk [6]
examined the activities of the Popular Movement of Ukraine and Lithuania’s Sgjudis,
highlighting their roles in state-building and the formation of shared values. T. Shulga
[20] addressed Lithuania’s foreign policy vector toward Ukraine in the early years of
independence, while I. Turyanytsia [25] described cooperation between 1991 and
2004. A. Sorokin [21] presented materials from archival documents illustrating
Ukrainian-Lithuanian ties at the regional level.

D. Juodis highlights the resilience of Lithuanian national memory in the face of
Soviet ideological propaganda, which laid the groundwork for active resistance and the
establishment of democratic principles in Lithuania, influencing its foreign policy,

particularly in relations with Ukraine [10]. Similarly, D. Budryté emphasizes the
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solidarity between the Baltic states and Ukraine, noting the support provided by
Ukrainian volunteers to Lithuanian protesters in 1991, which became a significant
factor in strengthening future bilateral ties [7]. The work of A. H. Miller, W. M.
Reisinger, and V. L. Hesli reveals differences in the perception of market and
democratic reforms in Ukraine and Lithuania during 1992-1995, underscoring that
Lithuania’s experience of faster transformations served as a reference point for Ukraine
in shaping politico-legal cooperation [13].

K. V. Korostelina notes that in the early 1990s, Lithuania adapted more swiftly
to national-democratic transformations, while Ukraine grappled with the challenges of
its Soviet legacy, which influenced the dynamics of their interaction but did not hinder
constructive dialogue [11]. L. Kotsur, in turn, highlights the joint efforts of Ukraine
and Lithuania in promoting cultural diversity and protecting ethnic culture, which
became a vital component of their cooperation at the end of the 20th and beginning of
the 21st century [12]. O. Pohuliaiev touches on Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations through
the prism of the formation of public organizations of national minorities in 1987-1994
[14].

Online resources supplement the study with up-to-date information. An article
by the Ukrainian Institute of National Memory on the Founding Congress of the
Popular Movement of Ukraine for Restructuring in 1989 underscores the significance
of national-democratic movements in shaping Ukraine’s foreign policy orientations. A
publication by M. Polishchuk [15] on the «Istorychna Pravda» portal offers a unique
perspective from a participant in the 1991 events in Vilnius, illustrating the solidarity
between Ukrainian and Lithuanian activists. J. Anderson, a correspondent for
«Justiceinfo.net» in The Hague, analyzed Lithuania’s role in supporting Ukraine’s
legal efforts on the international stage, emphasizing Lithuania’s experience in
investigating the January 1991 events [4]. Information from the website of the Embassy
of Ukraine in the Lithuanian Republic, particularly regarding the treaty-legal
framework and political relations as of 2023, provides contemporary context for the

analysis of cooperation.
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The utilized source base establishes a robust foundation for substantiating
conclusions regarding the development of Ukrainian-Lithuanian partnership. No
separate study specifically addressing the origins of the politico-legal basis for relations
between Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic has been identified.

Identification of Previously Unresolved Aspects of the General Problem.
Despite significant progress in studying the formation of the politico-legal framework
for Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations in 1989—-1994, several aspects remain insufficiently
explored, as this period marked the establishment of statehood for both Ukraine and
the Republic of Lithuania. Notably, there is a lack of detailed analysis of the role of
informal contacts between the People’s Movement of Ukraine and the Lithuanian
Sgjudis in shaping the legal foundations of cooperation, which preceded formal
agreements and played a crucial role in establishing the ideological groundwork for the
treaty framework. Investigating these aspects is essential for understanding the
complex nature of the Ukrainian-Lithuanian partnership and its significance for
contemporary processes of European integration and countering geopolitical
challenges. The early years of independence of both states have been examined
superficially by researchers, yet it was during this time that an active diplomatic
process laid the foundation for friendly and partnership relations between Ukraine and
Lithuania.

Formulation of the Article’s Objectives (Statement of the Problem). The
purpose of the article is to analyze the legal foundations of the formation of bilateral
relations between Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania in 1989-1994, with an
emphasis on the legal nature, significance, and impact of key agreements on the
establishment of the international legal status of both states. The study aims to elucidate
how informal contacts between the People’s Movement of Ukraine and the Lithuanian
Sajudis, as well as regional initiatives, contributed to this process. The objectives of
the article include:

o assessing the historical prerequisites and legal mechanisms that facilitated

the formation of bilateral agreements;
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o analyzing the role of informal contacts and regional cooperation in
establishing the legal framework;

o determining the practical significance of the findings for improving
modern mechanisms of interstate cooperation.

The methodology of this study is grounded in a combination of several scientific
approaches that enable a comprehensive analysis of the origins of the political-legal
framework between Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania. The historical-
chronological approach was employed to establish the sequence of events and stages
in the development of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations during the 1980s and 1990s,
structuring the analysis into informal, normative, and culminating phases. This
approach relies on the examination of primary sources, including official documents,
protocols, agreements, as well as memoirs and testimonies of participants, ensuring the
reliability of the historical reconstruction.

The comparative approach was utilized to juxtapose the political, legal, and
social processes in Ukraine and Lithuania within the context of their struggles for
independence and the formation of bilateral relations. Specifically, comparing the
strategies of national liberation movements (Sgjudis and the People’s Movement of
Ukraine) and their approaches to integration into the European legal space facilitated
the identification of commonalities and differences that shaped the legal foundation of
their cooperation.

The systemic approach was applied to analyze Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations as
an integrated system encompassing political, legal, economic, and humanitarian
components. This approach elucidated the interconnections between various aspects of
bilateral cooperation, including informal contacts, formal agreements, and their impact
on contemporary diplomacy.

An interdisciplinary analysis integrates methods from historical, legal, and
political sciences, enabling a holistic examination of legal documents, their historical
context, and political significance. Specifically, the analysis of bilateral agreements

from 1991 to 1994 was conducted with reference to international law norms, such as
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the principles of the UN Charter, the Helsinki Final Act, and the Paris Charter, ensuring
an assessment of their compliance with international standards. The use of archival
materials, scholarly literature, and contemporary studies deepened the interpretation of
events and their relevance to modern regional cooperation in the Baltic-Black Sea
region.

Results and Discussion. Informal stage of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations.
The formation of the initial politico-legal basis for regulating relations between
Ukraine and Lithuania can be divided into two stages: informal and normative. The
first stage spans the period from March 11, 1990 (when Lithuania declared the
restoration of its independence) to August 24, 1991 (when Ukraine proclaimed its
independence). During this time, relations between the Lithuanian Republic and the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic developed in the context of the Soviet Union’s
disintegration and both republics’ aspirations for independence. Among Ukraine’s
national-democratic forces, there was significant support for Lithuania’s pursuit of
independence. Ukrainian civic organizations and intellectuals expressed solidarity with
the Lithuanian people in their struggle against Soviet authority. In both Lithuania and
Ukraine, national liberation movements were active — namely, the Lithuanian
Movement for Restructuring (Sgjiidis) in Lithuania and the Popular Movement of
Ukraine for Restructuring in Ukraine — which maintained close contacts and exchanged
experiences.

Prior to the declarations of independence by Ukraine and Lithuania in 1991,
informal ties existed between Sajudis and the Popular Movement of Ukraine, including
mutual support during the economic blockade of Lithuania in 1990 and exchanges of
delegations. These connections laid the groundwork for the subsequent legal
formalization of bilateral relations.

Lithuania’s proclamation of independence on March 11, 1990, created a unique
legal situation in which it considered itself a subject of international law de jure, while
Ukraine remained part of the USSR. Economic assistance provided by Kyiv during the

blockade of Lithuania can be interpreted as an act of inter-nation solidarity, though it
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lacked the legal status of an international agreement due to the constraints of Soviet
legislation.

Although cooperation between the Popular Movement of Ukraine and Sajudis
was not institutionally formalized, it carried an ideological dimension. Both
movements were grounded in the principles of national revival, democratization, and
decentralization of power within the USSR. Sgjudis, which had articulated the goal of
restoring independence earlier than the Popular Movement (on February 16, 1989),
served as an example for Ukrainian activists [6, p. 4]. As elements of political dialogue,
these informal ties aligned with the principles of international law regarding the self-
determination of peoples and the foundations of international negotiations [8].

Cooperation between Ukraine and Lithuania in the early 1990s encompassed
various domains, including social support and intercity connections. In the wake of the
recent Chornobyl disaster, the Kyiv City Council, concerned about children’s health,
appealed to the Lithuanian government to arrange recuperation programs for them in
Lithuanian sanatoriums and rest homes. This gesture reflects the humanitarian
dimension of cooperation between the cities and a commitment to assisting the most
vulnerable populations. In turn, the Lithuanian side expressed gratitude for Ukraine’s
support. During a March 1991 session of the Kyiv City Council, a deputy from the
Vilnius City Council conveyed appreciation for the economic assistance provided by
Kyiv during Lithuania’s economic blockade, as well as for the political support
extended to the Lithuanian authorities.

Furthermore, the Kyiv City Council initiated the establishment of sister-city
relations between Kyiv and Vilnius. This step aimed to strengthen friendly ties between
the two capitals, promote the exchange of expertise in various areas of municipal
governance, culture, and education, and foster closer cooperation in the future. The
establishment of sister-city relations represents an important form of international
cooperation that enhances mutual understanding and rapprochement between peoples

[21, p. 134].
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The theoretical analysis of the informal stage of Ukrainian-Lithuanian
cooperation positions it as an exemplar of early inter-national solidarity amidst the
disintegration of an imperial system. The examination of interactions between the
People’s Movement of Ukraine (Rukh) and Sgjudis reveals that informal contacts
served as a prototype for the future legal framework, rooted in shared values of self-
determination and democratization. This stage illustrates how ideological alignment
can compensate for the absence of formal legal mechanisms, laying the groundwork
for the institutionalization of relations in the future.

On October 5, 1990, the government program of the restored Lithuanian
Republic outlined the main directions of its foreign policy, prioritizing reintegration
into the international community as an independent state through the signing of
bilateral agreements with countries of the Soviet Union and pursuing European
political integration within the framework of the Council of Europe and the European
Economic Area. At the constitutional level, it was stipulated that Lithuania would not
join any post-Soviet eastern alliances and would instead develop bilateral relations with
each former Soviet state individually [20, pp. 32, 34].

The aforementioned Lithuanian government program faced legal uncertainties
stemming from Soviet legislation. The regulations governing the foreign policy
activities of Soviet republics contained contradictions: while formally permitting
contacts with foreign states, they effectively subordinated such actions to the central
authority of the USSR [9]. This created challenges for Lithuania, which considered
itself a subject of international law, and for Ukraine, which remained part of the USSR,
in developing official bilateral relations. In these circumstances, informal contacts
between Lithuanian and Ukrainian national-democratic forces served as an alternative
channel for interaction. Such actions aligned with the principle of self-determination
of peoples, as enshrined in international law.

The ideological party nomenclature of the USSR continued its active activities
until 1990, but even with the support of the «KGB» (Committee of State Security), it

did not overcome the national memory of the conscious public. The distribution of
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anonymous essays that justified Soviet repressions did not find support among
Lithuanians [10, p. 204].

Amid the emergence of democratic movements and aspirations for
independence, cooperation between Ukrainian and Lithuanian activists in the early
1990s made a significant contribution and laid the foundation for future interstate
relations between Ukraine and Lithuania. In the winter of 1991, Ukrainian volunteers
(whose numbers are difficult to estimate) supported Lithuanian protesters in their
struggle against Soviet intervention [7, p. 85]. On January 13, Ukrainian politicians,
dissidents, and writers, including Ivan Drach and Oles Honchar, spoke at a rally [15].

Lithuania’s experience in prosecuting those responsible for the violence on
January 13, 1991, when 14 people were killed and hundreds of protesters were injured
during the struggle for independence from the Soviet Union, became a crucial element
of Lithuania’s national identity and legal practice. Over the decades, Lithuanian
authorities persistently worked to hold those responsible accountable, accumulating
significant expertise in investigation, judicial proceedings, and evidence preservation.
This experience enables Lithuania to share its practices with international investigators.
As a result, the Lithuanian Republic is now at the forefront of supporting Ukraine’s
legal efforts [4].

Normative stage of the formation of the political and legal framework
between Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania. Following the failure of the August
Coup, the next normative stage in Lithuanian-Ukrainian relations began, characterized
by the development of an initial legal framework between the two states, which was
critically important for further cooperation. On August 24, 1991, the first
congratulatory telegram on Ukraine’s declaration of independence was received from
Vytautas Landsbergis, Chairman of the Supreme Council of the Lithuanian Republic.
Two days later, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine recognized the independence of the
Lithuanian Republic, and the Supreme Council of the Lithuanian Republic recognized
Ukraine’s independence three days after the All-Ukrainian Referendum. Diplomatic

relations were officially formalized on December 12, 1991. The Embassy of the
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Lithuanian Republic in Ukraine was opened in August 1992, and exactly one year later,
Ukraine’s embassy was established in Vilnius [16]. The first representative of
Lithuania in Ukraine was Virgilijus Koryzna, while Rostyslav Bilodid represented
Ukraine in Lithuania [5].

Prior to Ukraine’s recognition of independence, the Ministries of Foreign Affairs
of both countries signed the Protocol on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic on November 21, 1991, guided by the
principles of the UN Charter, the Helsinki Final Act, and the Charter of Paris for a New
Europe. The purpose of the Protocol was to enhance the quality of political, trade,
economic, and cultural ties between the two countries. The parties agreed to establish
diplomatic relations and exchange diplomatic missions at the embassy level [19, p. 62;
17]. Over the next two years, interactions were established between ministries,
agencies, state institutions, cultural organizations, and educational establishments.

On July 2, 1993, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the Resolution “On
the Main Directions of Ukraine’s Foreign Policy”. While the pro-European vector was
given significant attention, it was not the primary focus due to cautious relations with
the Russian Federation. Both Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic had to balance
between the «West» and the «East» on the international stage. According to the
resolution, all states were divided into four priority groups, with bordering countries
included in the first group [26, p. 126; 18]. Nevertheless, this did not hinder the
establishment of the first legally formalized contacts between Ukraine and Lithuania
prior to this period, with continued activity until the resolution of the «nuclear issue».

In July 1993, Leonid Kuchma, then Prime Minister of Ukraine, made the first
high-level visit to Lithuania, during which a series of intergovernmental agreements
were signed on cooperation in the fields of transport, communications, international
transportation, air transport, customs, science, culture, and non-commercial payments
[20, p. 34]. Among these, in pursuit of aligning national legislation with pro-European
standards, the Treaty between Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic on Legal

Assistance and Legal Relations in Civil, Family, and Criminal Matters was signed in
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Vilnius on July 7, 1993. Comprising three parts and 68 articles, the treaty was ratified
on December 17 of the same year. It established the right of citizens of one state to
freely and without obstacles access the courts, prosecutor’s offices, and notarial
services of the other state in matters related to civil, family, and criminal cases,
enjoying the same legal protections for their personal and property rights as citizens of
the host state [22].

Citizens of Ukraine and Lithuania were granted a legal status closely aligned
with that of citizens of the host state in terms of access to justice. Bureaucratic and
legal barriers that could previously have impeded the realization of citizens’ rights —
such as in inheritance matters, family disputes, or property rights protection — were
minimized. In criminal matters, this included procedures for providing legal assistance
in investigative actions and extradition.

In the summer of 1993, Lithuanian Prime Minister Adolfas SleZevi¢ius visited
Kyiv. During this official visit, on August 4, two agreements essential for both
Lithuania and Ukraine were signed. The Agreement between the Government of
Ukraine and the Government of the Lithuanian Republic on Free Trade, comprising 18
articles, aimed to foster trade and economic cooperation based on equality and mutual
benefit. It provided for the elimination of customs duties, taxes, and fees on the export
and import of goods originating from the territories of the parties, except for a mutually
agreed nomenclature outlined in a separate protocol. The agreement established rules
of origin for goods, prohibited discriminatory taxes or restrictions, ensured unimpeded
transit, and regulated re-export, creating a bilateral Commission to address disputes
and enhance trade [2].

This treaty marked a qualitative leap in the formation of the legal framework for
economic relations between Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic. It went beyond a
mere cooperation agreement, establishing a comprehensive legal regime aimed at
integrating the economic space. The practical significance of the rules of origin lay in
preventing the potential re-export of third-party goods through the territory of one party

to evade customs duties, which could distort the market and harm national economies.
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The Commission effectively served as a guarantor, providing an institutionalized
forum for discussing and resolving potential legal conflicts or discrepancies that might
arise in the application of the agreement’s provisions. This underscored the parties’
intent not only to sign a document but also to ensure its effective and legally robust
operation in the long term.

The cooperation between Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania in the early
1990s unfolded amid complex democratic and economic transformations. As noted by
A. Miller, W. Reisinger, and V. Hesli, between 1992 and 1995, Lithuania exhibited a
higher level of support for market reforms compared to Ukraine, which grappled with
significant economic challenges. This divergence in the perception of market principles
underscores the importance of Lithuania’s experience for Ukraine [13, pp. 345-346].

Additionally, the Agreement between the Government of Ukraine and the
Government of the Lithuanian Republic on Cooperation in the Fields of Education,
Science, and Culture was signed, comprising 16 articles. The agreement was set for a
five-year term with automatic renewal for subsequent five-year periods unless either
party notified the other of its intent to terminate [3]. It provided for the establishment
of direct ties between ministries of education and science, educational institutions, the
development of joint research projects, and exchanges of graduate students and
academic specialists. The agreement also established a framework for interaction
between cultural institutions to promote folk festivals, film weeks, and national culture
days in Ukraine and Lithuania [27, p. 38].

Despite its humanitarian character, the Agreement has deep normative-legal
roots and significant importance. It should not be viewed as a declarative document but
rather as a classic example of a «framework» type international agreement that
establishes the legal basis for further differentiation and specification of cooperation.
Its provisions created a legal environment for the implementation of numerous
programs, projects, and initiatives carried out at the level of individual agencies and
institutions. The clause on automatic renewal, in the absence of denunciation, is

fundamental from the perspective of the principle of stability in international treaty
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law. It ensured legal predictability and continuity of cooperation, minimizing the risks
of political fluctuations and demonstrating the parties’ long-term strategic commitment
to developing not only bilateral but also broader European humanitarian ties.

From a theoretical perspective, the normative stage of Ukrainian-Lithuanian
relations demonstrates how post-Soviet states leveraged international law to assert their
sovereignty amid legal uncertainty. The analysis of the signed agreements, particularly
those on legal assistance and free trade, underscores their role not only as instruments
of bilateral cooperation but also as facilitators of broader integration into the European
legal space. These agreements embodied the principle of sovereign equality of states,
as enshrined in the UN Charter, and established a foundation for harmonizing national
legislation with international standards.

It is noteworthy that cooperation between Ukraine and the Republic of Lithuania
in the early 1990s unfolded amidst significant differences in their state-building
processes.  While Lithuania progressively advanced national-democratic
transformations, forging a clear vision of national identity, Ukrainian authorities
grappled with the challenges of adapting the Soviet legacy. Nevertheless, despite these
disparities, official-level cooperation proved constructive, facilitating the exchange of
experiences in post-Soviet transformations for both states [11, p. 40].

The culmination of the formalization of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations. A
pivotal document, signed by Presidents Algirdas Brazauskas and Leonid Kravchuk in
Vilnius on February 8, 1994, and registered with the UN Secretariat, is the Treaty on
Friendship and Cooperation between Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic, comprising
29 articles. The parties committed to resolving potential disputes exclusively through
peaceful means, guided by the principles enshrined in the UN Charter and the
documents of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. The treaty
established essential foundational norms for cooperation between Ukraine and
Lithuania in the fields of economy, trade, communications, transport, culture, science,

and healthcare [23].
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The Ukrainian-Lithuanian agreement not only marked the culmination of the
early stage of bilateral relations between the two states from 1989 to 1994 but also
served as a comprehensive foundational document that solidified their strategic
partnership amid post-Soviet transformation. The treaty laid the groundwork for the
peaceful resolution of potential disputes, which was innovative for a region where
borders and statehood remained subjects of intense debate. Furthermore, the agreement
facilitated the institutionalization of bilateral relations, creating a legal framework for
subsequent specialized agreements that detailed cooperation in specific areas.

The parties agreed to ensure the rights of national minorities in both countries.
Article 6 of the Treaty guarantees the Lithuanian minority in Ukraine and the Ukrainian
minority in Lithuania the right to use their native language, receive education in their
native language or study it in state educational institutions or through national cultural
associations, develop national cultural traditions, and establish national cultural and
educational institutions [23]. In the early 1990s, the Ukrainian diaspora in Lithuania
numbered approximately 45,000 individuals, while the Lithuanian community in
Ukraine exceeded 10,000 [14, p. 118].

Lithuania, like Ukraine, has focused on developing cultural diversity and
supporting the culture of national minorities. However, protecting the ethnic culture of
the indigenous peoples of both states should be a top priority of national policy [12, p.
218].

The analytical evaluation of the 1994 Treaty on Friendship and Cooperation
highlights its significance as a model of strategic partnership for post-Soviet states
during a period of transformation. Theoretically, this document exemplifies how
bilateral agreements can integrate principles of international law with pragmatic goals
of stabilizing regional relations. Practically, the Treaty established a legal mechanism
for long-term cooperation, proving resilient to geopolitical challenges and affirming its
relevance as a tool for strengthening regional security and European integration.

The 1994 Treaty on Friendship remains relevant as one of the first international

legal instruments to affirm Lithuania’s support for Ukraine’s sovereignty amid
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contemporary geopolitical challenges. Its provisions, particularly those concerning
respect for territorial integrity and the peaceful resolution of disputes, continue to be
pertinent in the context of Russian aggression against Ukraine, as Lithuania
consistently supports Ukraine on the international stage, guided by the principles
enshrined in the Treaty. However, modern bilateral relations demonstrate that certain
aspects of the Treaty, such as economic cooperation and the protection of minority
rights, require updating due to changes in the global context and the integration of both
countries into European structures. For instance, Lithuania’s membership in the EU
and NATO since 2004 and Ukraine’s aspirations for European integration necessitate
the adaptation of the legal framework to EU standards. The 1994 Treaty on Friendship
remains not only a historically significant document but also a legal cornerstone for
deepening strategic partnership, though its implementation requires modernization
through the conclusion of new agreements. Thus, with the conclusion of the work of
the first convocation of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on April 22, 1994, the second
stage of forming the politico-legal basis for relations between Ukraine and the
Lithuanian Republic was completed.

Vytautas Landsbergis, leading the opposition in the Seimas of the Lithuanian
Republic in the early 1990s, remarked that «Ukrainian leadership showed little interest
in Lithuania», a statement with which we strongly disagree, as the bilateral
achievements between the two countries suggest otherwise. By mid-1994, the two
countries had managed to conclude 27 agreements, including 2 interstate, 15
intergovernmental, and 10 interagency agreements. During 1993—-1994, Lithuania’s
Seimas delegation visited Ukraine twice, and in December 1993, a Ukrainian
parliamentary delegation visited Vilnius. These activities demonstrate a sustained
interest in cooperation from both the Ukrainian and Lithuanian sides [25, pp. 41-43].
Over the 32 years of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations, the treaty-legal framework has
significantly expanded, comprising over 170 agreements, including 6 interstate, 32
intergovernmental, and 64 interagency agreements, two documents on

interparliamentary cooperation, and more than 70 other bilateral documents [24].
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Conclusions. The cooperation between Ukraine and Lithuania at the turn of the
1980s and 1990s, which began with informal contacts between the Popular Movement
of Ukraine and Sgjidis and evolved into the formal establishment of diplomatic
relations, marked a significant stage in the development of friendly and partnership ties
between the two states. Solidarity during the economic blockade of Lithuania, support
for the 1991 protests, humanitarian initiatives, and the establishment of sister-city
relations between Kyiv and Vilnius laid a strong foundation for further cooperation.
The signing of key bilateral agreements between 1991 and 1994 completed the process
of creating a legal framework that facilitated the development of political, economic,
and cultural relations, which remain a vital component of the European integration of
both countries. Most Ukrainian-Lithuanian agreements signed during these first three
years remain in force, with the exception, for instance, of the Agreement on Free Trade
(which expired in 2004) but was replaced by an agreement signed between Ukraine
and the EU.

From a legal perspective, the agreements of 1991-1994, particularly the 1994
Treaty on Friendship and Cooperation, established a robust foundation for recognizing
Ukraine and Lithuania as subjects of international law, creating legal mechanisms to
protect national interests and guarantee minority rights. The theoretical contribution of
this study lies in the systematization of the origins of Ukrainian-Lithuanian legal
cooperation, providing a deeper understanding of the stages in the development of
bilateral relations as a model for other post-Soviet states in the context of their
integration into the European legal framework. Practically, the findings can be applied
to enhance Ukraine’s contemporary diplomatic strategy, particularly by strengthening
regional cooperation with Lithuania in the areas of security, energy, and European
integration, as well as fostering joint initiatives in the Baltic-Black Sea region aimed
at addressing current challenges. Future research could focus on analyzing the
evolution of bilateral agreements after 1994, particularly their adaptation to European

legal standards.
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