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Abstract. Following the significant political changes of 1953—1954, a gradual
transformation of the education system throughout the Soviet Union began, but this
was particularly pronounced in the Ukrainian SSR. After Stalin's death, the policy of
de-Stalinisation initiated by Khrushchev laid the groundwork for large-scale reforms
with one key reform area being education. In much of the social science scholarship,
this reform has been examined primarily from pedagogical or socio-economic
perspectives, whereas its political and legal dimensions have received comparatively
little attention. This article analyses the legal, ideological and institutional
foundations of public education system reform in the Ukrainian SSR during de-
Stalinisation to ask these changes affected the structure, content and functions of
schools. The methodological basis of the article consists of historical-legal,
comparative-legal, and structural-functional methods, which made it possible to trace
the relationship between political decisions, socio-economic needs, and changes in

the educational policy of the Ukrainian SSR during the period of de-Stalinisation.
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Sources were selected based on the principles of representativeness and reliability,
using regulatory and legal acts, party documents, and publications of official reports
of the Ministry of Education of the Ukrainian SSR. Statistical data were analysed
using a historical-dynamic method, which made it possible to identify trends in
education coverage, student performance indicators, and the development of the
network of educational institutions in the 1950s and early 1960s. The combination of
quantitative analysis and qualitative interpretation of sources made it possible to
reveal not only the formal indicators of the reforms, but also their real social impact.
The results show that the 1958 reform, enshrined in the USSR Law and the Ukrainian
SSR Law of the same name ‘On Strengthening the Connection Between School and
Life and on the Further Development of the Public Education System,” was twofold.
The research concludes that the 1958 reform was a manifestation of Soviet
modernisation policy aimed at forming a ‘new man’ — a disciplined worker loyal to
the party and the state. Thus, the reform demonstrated the duality of the Soviet
educational project, in which modernisation aspirations were combined with
ideological control and the subordination of education to political goals. This work
contributes to legal history by offering a comprehensive analysis of the 1958 reform
as a legal instrument through which the Soviet state pursued its political and
ideological objectives in the field of education.

Keywords: education reform, labour polytechnic school, de-Stalinisation,

child rearing, vocational training, polytechnic education.

IIpaBoBi 3acagu pepopmMyBaHHS HAPOAHOI OCcBiTH B YKpaiHcbKii PCP (1953-
1960 pp.)
OmapoBa Aiices A3ax Kusm,
KaJlJ1aTKa IOPUINYHUX HayK, IOLEHTKA, CTUIeH11aTka bpurancekoi Akanemii,
Yopikcbkuii yHiBepcuteT, Benuka bpurtanis, npouentka kadenpu teopii
Jep>kaBu 1 npapa, HanioHanbHUI IOpUAUIHUN YHIBEPCUTET

iMeHi SpocnaBa Myaporo, Ykpaina, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9162-0525

https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3041-2110

YBech KOHTEHT JlilieH30BaHo 3a ymoBaMmu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9162-0525

@ ||"O

AnoTtanis. [licias 3naunux nomituunux 3MiH 1953-1954 pp. y Bcekomy CPCP
po3moyanacs nmocTynoBa Tpanchopmallisi CHCTEMH OCBITH, ajie 0COOJIMBO BUPAKEHOIO
BoHa Gyina B YkpaiHcekiii PCP. Ilicns cmepti M. Cranina monmitHka mecraminisaii,
iHiiioBana M. XpyIoBuM, 3akjajga OCHOBY Il MacIITaOHUX pedopM, OJHIEIO 3
KJIFOYOBUX c(ep sikux OyJia ocBiTa. Y OUIBIIOCTI COLIAbHO-HAYKOBUX JTOCIIKEHD
110 peopMy BUBYAIH MEPEBAXKHO 3 MEJArOT1YHOI YU COI1aTbHO-€KOHOMIUHOI TOUKHU
30py, TOJI fK ii MOJITUYHI Ta MPABOB1 aCIEKTH OTPUMAJIH MOPIBHSIHO Majo yBaru. Y
I CTaTTl aHaNI3yIOThCS MPaBOBi, 1€OJOTIUHI Ta IHCTUTYIIHI 3acaau pedopMmu
CHUCTEMH HapoJHOi OcBiTH B YkpaiHcbkii PCP B mepion necraminizarii, 1mo0
3'scyBaTH, K L1 3MIHM BIUIMHYJM Ha CTPYKTYpy, 3MICT Ta (YHKIIl IIKIJIL
MeTon0/10TiYHy OCHOBY CTaTTI CTAaHOBJSATH 1CTOPUKO-NPABOBUM, MOPIBHSIIBHO-
MPaBOBUI Ta CTPYKTYPHO-(PYHKIIIOHAIIBHUN METOAM, L0 JIajdy 3MOTYy MPOCTEXKUTHU
B3a€MO3B’SI30K MK  TMOJITHYHUMHU  PIIIEHHSIMH,  COLIaJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHUMU
norpedbamMu Ta 3MiHAMM B OCBITHIM momiTuil Ykpaincekoi PCP y mepion
necraninizanii. BinOip mkepen 3a1iiCHIOBABCS 3a MPUHIIMIIOM PEMPE3CHTATUBHOCTI Ta
JIOCTOBIPHOCTI, 13 3aJTy4EHHSM HOPMATUBHO-IIPABOBHX aKTiB, MAPTIMHUX TIOKYMEHTIB,
a TakoX myoOsikamiii odimiiitHux 3BiTiB MinicTtepctBa ocBiTH YPCP. Cratuctuuni
JaHl aHaNI3yBAJUCS 3 BHUKOPHUCTAaHHSAM I1CTOPUKO-AMHAMIYHOTO METOIY, IO
J03BOJIMJIO BUSIBUTH TEHACHIII] Y PIBHI OXOIJIEHHS OCBITOIO, TIOKA3HUKAX YCIIIIHOCTI
YYHIB Ta po30y10B1 Mepexi HaBYaIbHUX 3akiaaiB y 1950-x — Ha mouatky 1960-x pp.
[ToeqnaHHs KITBKICHOTO aHali3y 3 AKICHOI IHTEPHpETaIl€l0 JKepen Aaio 3MOTy
PO3KpUTH He aulie GopMaibHI MOKa3HUKU pedopM, a i iXHINi peaTbHUM colllalbHUN
edext. PesyabTaTnn nokasyrots, 1o pedopma 1958 p., 3akpimnena B 3akoni CPCP
Ta ogHoiiMeHHOMY 3akoHi YPCP «IIpo 3MillHEHHS 3B'SI3KYy MIKOJIM 3 XKUTTAM 1 TIPO
MOJANBIINI PO3BUTOK CHCTEMU HApOAHOI OCBITHM», Maja MOJBIMHUN XapakTep.
JlocnimxkeHHs: poOUTh BUCHOBOK, 1110 pegopma 1958 p. Oyna mposiBoM pajsiHCHKOI
MOJITUKM MOJIEpHi3allii, CHpsSMOBaHOI Ha (OPMYBaHHS «HOBOI JIIOJUHU» —
JTUCHUIUIIHOBAHOTO POOITHUKA, BIJJAHOTO MapTii Ta JAepkaBl. TakuM YHUHOM,

pedopMa mpoieMOHCTpYBaJia IBOICTICTh PAITHCHKOTO OCBITHBOTO MPOEKTY, B IKOMY
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MparHeHHs 10 MOJIepHI3alli MOEAHYBAIUCA 3 1JI€OJOTIYHUM KOHTPOJEM Ta
MIMOPSAKYBAaHHSM OCBITH MHOMITHYHUM IuIsiM. [ poOoTa poOuUTh BHECOK Yy
IOpUJIMYHY 1CTOPII0, TPOTIOHYIOUH BceO1uHUM aHami3 pepopmu 1958 p. sk mpaBoBOTO
IHCTpYMEHTY, 3a JIONOMOIOI0 SIKOTO paJsHCbKa JepXkaBa MepeciiayBajia CBOl
MOJITUYHI Ta 17I€0JIOT14YH1 LU Y cepi OCBITH.

KuarouoBi caoBa: pedopma OCBITH, TpyAoBa MOJITEXHIYHA IIKOJA,

JeCTalliHI3allisl, BUXOBaHHS JiTel, BUPOOHWYE HaBYAHHSI, TOJITEXHIYHA OCBITA.

Problem statement. The 1958 educational reform in the Ukrainian SSR
reflected the political, social and ideological changes brought about by de-
Stalinisation. The adoption of the Law ‘On Strengthening the Connection Between
School and Life and on the Further Development of the Public Education System’
was an attempt to combine the modernisation aspirations of the Soviet state with the
need to train skilled labour and, at the same time, to ensure the ideological education
of the ‘new man’. In much social scientific literature, this reform is viewed through a
pedagogical or socio-economic prism, while its political and legal dimensions remain
insufficiently researched. There has been insufficient analysis of the legal
mechanisms by which the Soviet authorities ensured the implementation of the
principles underpinning ‘connecting school with life,” or of the ideological
foundations that determined the direction of reforms in education. Given the paucity
of research on how the soviet state used law as a tool of social engineering in
education, there is a need to understand how the law was used to shape labour
discipline, political loyalty and collectivist values through the education system.
Studying this issue allows for a deeper understanding of the interactions between
politics, ideology and law in the educational processes of Soviet Ukraine, as well as
determining the place of the 1958 reform in the evolution of Soviet legal policy in the

field of education.
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Analysis of recent research. The issue of educational reform in the Soviet
Ukraine during de-Stalinisation has repeatedly been the subject of research. Many
scholars have addressed this issue, including L. Berezivska, D. Caroli, I. Kanevska,
O. Lyubar, O. Marchuk, L. Pyrozhenko, L. Samchuk, O. Sukhomlinska, I. Ulyukaeva,
and others. O. Marchuk analysed the 1958 reform in the context of the all-Union
educational policy, emphasising its ideological nature and the Russification of the
Ukrainian education system. L. Berezivska researched the history of educational
reforms and counter-reforms in the 20th century, considering the 1958 reform as an
attempt to combine modernisation with political regulation of the educational process.
I. Ulyukaeva focused on the transformation of the content of general secondary
education and the changing goals of Soviet schools during de-Stalinisation. O.
Sukhomlinska analysed the pedagogical thought of the time, paying attention to
humanistic approaches and V. Sukhomlinsky's contribution to rethinking the role of
the school. O. Lyubar studied the general trends in the development of schooling in
Ukraine in the 1950s and 1960s, in particular the institutional consequences of the
introduction of eight-year education. L. Pyrozhenko researched changes in the content
of school education, focusing on polytechnic education and its impact on pedagogical
practice. L. Samchuk and 1. Kanevska viewed the educational policy of the Soviet
state as an element in the formation of a new social paradigm of education. D. Caroli
analysed the development of the Soviet and Ukrainian education systems in the
context of Sovietisation, language discrimination and internationalisation. Overall,
these studies have created a multidimensional picture of the 1958 reform as a complex
socio-political and political-legal process that combined the desire for modernisation

with the state's ideological control over education.

Identification of Unresolved Aspects of the General Problem. Despite a
significant number of works devoted to the reform of education in Soviet Ukraine
during de-Stalinisation, a number of aspects remain insufficiently covered. First, the

political and legal dimensions of the 1958 educational reform are only considered
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briefly or in the context of the entire Soviet Union in most studies. There has been
insufficient analysis of how the legislation of the Ukrainian SSR specified Soviet
legislation, how it was implemented in practice, and to what extent it corresponded to
the declared goals of modernising education. Moreover, there is a lack of
comprehensive research on the mechanisms of legal regulation of the ‘connection
between school and life,” in particular the organisation of vocational training, the
protection of minors at work, the legal status of evening and correspondence school
students, and the role of local authorities in the implementation of educational policy.
A further gap concerns the influence of ideological factors on the content of legal acts
on education. We do not fully understand how the educational needs of an
industrialised society and the political priorities of a party-state were balanced. Lastly,
the question remains open as to how much these reforms contributed to the formation
of legal guarantees of equal access to education and social and legal protection for
children. Thus, a comprehensive analysis of the 1958 reform as a legal instrument for
implementing the political and ideological goals of the Soviet state in education would

appear to be a pressing task.

Formulation of this Article’s Objectives (Statement of the Problem). This
article conducts a comprehensive political and legal analysis of the 1958 reform in
the Ukrainian SSR during de-Stalinisation, with an emphasis on the legal
mechanisms, ideological foundations and socio-political consequences of its
implementation. The study addresses a gap in research on the legal aspects of this
reform, which has so far been largely overlooked.

The main objectives of the article are:

1. To identify the political preconditions for reforming the education system in
the Ukrainian SSR in the context of the all-Union policy of de-Stalinisation.

2. To determine the ideological orientation of the USSR law entitled ‘On

Strengthening the Connection Between School and Life and on the Further
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Development of the Public Education System,” and the Ukrainian SSR law of the
same name.

3. To form an understanding of the system and content of subordinate acts that
ensured the implementation of the reform in the Ukrainian SSR.

4. To assess the social, cultural and legal consequences of the reform, in
particular its impact on the labour rights of minors, access to education and
compliance with the principle of equal educational opportunities.

5. To determine the relationship between the ideological principles of the
Soviet party state and the actual educational practices that developed in the process
of implementing legislative decisions.

Achieving these goals will not only clarify the nature and content of the 1958
reform, but also reveal its dual character — as an attempt to modernise the Soviet
school system and, at the same time, establish the party state's control over the
educational sphere. The results obtained will contribute to a deeper understanding of
the interactions between politics, ideology and law in the field of education in Soviet
Ukraine. Understanding these interactions is important both for the historical and
legal sciences, and for contemporary research into the evolution of state educational

policy.

Main body. Stalin's death and changes in the leadership of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union and the Soviet state marked the beginning of a partial
transformation of the Soviet state and political system towards moderate
liberalisation. Part of this process were gradual changes in the system and content of
education in both the USSR and Ukraine. Thus, in the first years after Stalin's death,
changes began to be made to the content of educational literature for both higher and
secondary schools. In particular, references to Stalin's statements were reduced, and
information about Stalin's associates, such as Beria, was physically removed from

textbooks and other literature, especially history textbooks. The ideologeme of
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‘collegial leadership,” which supposedly corresponded to Lenin's legacy, emerged and
was actively promoted.

At that time, educational reform was an objective public interest in the
Ukrainian SSR, as confirmed, among other sources, by statistics on the educational
attainment of children and young people. Thus, in 1955, a decline in student
performance was noted in the Kharkiv region: in the 1951/1952 academic year,
performance had been 93.2%, but in the 1953/1954 academic year, it fell to 92.1%.

Shortcomings had been noted in the implementation of polytechnic and
vocational training: the number of students was determined to be unsatisfactory. Thus,
instead of 35,000 seventh-grade graduates, 28,100 were actually admitted to high
school, including 11,700 from rural schools instead of 16,000. [5] To ensure that all
children and adolescents received a general education, the Instruction on the
Registration of School-Age Children and Adolescents in the Ukrainian SSR was
approved. [10] According to this instruction, all children aged 7 to 15 had to be
registered in the public education system. In order to plan the number of pupils to be
admitted to the first grade the following year, children aged 6 were also registered.

An important turning point occurred in at the 20th Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union. Khrushchev criticised the existing education system,
complaining that school graduates were unprepared for practical work. [3, p. 89] He
further developed this idea at the 13th Congress of the Komsomol in April 1958. [2]
Thus, the motivation behind Khrushchev’s ideas was to bring the education system
closer to the ‘needs of life,” which was part of a broader campaign to ‘revitalise’ the
Soviet system. This bringing closer of education to the ‘needs of life’ was to be
achieved by combining education with productive work. In other words, schools were
to not only provide theoretical knowledge, but also prepare students to participate in
socialist production. The completion of industrialisation created a need for a
workforce with a certain minimum level of technical skill. Because of this, schools
had to take on the role of providing basic vocational training. All these ideas were

reflected in the USSR law ‘On Strengthening the Connection Between School and
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Life and on the Further Development of the System of Public Education in the USSR,’
(hereafter referred to as ‘the 1958 reform’) which was adopted on 24 December 1958.
Following this all-union law, the Ukrainian SSR’s law of the same title [17]
was adopted. The ideological basis of this law was identical to that of the all-union
law. The law of the Ukrainian SSR was to become the legal basis for the re-
organisation and functioning of the general secondary education system.

The resulting changes were widespread. Compulsory seven-year education was
replaced by compulsory eight-year education for children aged 7 to 16. The reformed
school remained focused on preparing students for work as an incomplete secondary
compulsory polytechnic school. This primarily involved instilling in students a love
of work and a willingness to participate in the process of building communism. The
law also provided for the widespread involvement of students in forms of socially
useful work appropriate to their age. This transition was to begin in the 1959/1960
academic year and be completed within three years. In small settlements, primary
schools with years 1-4 were retained, after which children were transferred to the year
5 of the nearest schools. Parents or guardians became responsible for ensuring that
children received an education, in particular, they were obliged to send their children
to school.

Moreover, the law stipulated the organisation of boarding schools with hot
meals or regular transport to and from school for pupils living more than 3 km from
the school; the expansion of the network of schools and extended day groups; and the
establishment of compulsory education funds in schools.

Secondary education was now divided into three streams. The first of these was
general education in evening schools for working-class and rural youth, as had been
the case before the reforms. These schools were attended by students who had
completed eight years of schooling and worked in one of the sectors of the national
economy in order to obtain secondary education and improve their professional
qualifications. The term of study at these schools was three years. The second was

pathway was served by secondary general education polytechnics with vocational
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training. Such training also lasted three years. The result of the training was the
acquisition of secondary education and professional training for work in one of the
sectors of the national economy. Thirdly, students could attend technical colleges and
other secondary specialised educational institutions, in which persons who had
completed eight years of schooling were to receive general and specialised secondary
education.

Education was also provided in certain specialist secondary schools. These
schools taught vocational training in other languages, and some schools selected
children talented in music, choreography or fine arts. There were also boarding
schools, and special schools for children and adolescents with physical and mental
disabilities. These boarding schools were also organised as eight-year schools
combined with secondary general polytechnic schools with vocational training.

The law also provided for the transformation of the upper grades of schools (for
16- to 18-year-olds) into various types of urban and rural secondary general education
colleges. Also, secondary polytechnic colleges with vocational training were
established both together with eight-year schools and separately as part of grades 9-
11. This reform also began in the 1959/1960 academic year.

Special attention was paid to industrial training. Workplaces were allocated for
students to undergo training at industrial enterprises, construction sites, and other
places of work with qualified employees acting as mentors. Urban and rural
vocational schools were established to provide vocational training for young people
who went into production after completing eight years of schooling. These institutions
specialised in various industries and carried out educational and training work with
young people participating regularly and actively in labour and in close cooperation
with enterprises, construction sites, state farms and collective farms. The state
education of preschool children was not overlooked either. A network of preschool
institutions was expanded to create conditions for working mothers.

To encourage the combination of work and study, preferential conditions were

provided for students who successfully studied without interruption from work in
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schools for working and rural youth — evening (shift, seasonal) and correspondence
secondary general education schools. [9] Thus, a reduced working day or reduced
working week was provided for students in grades 9-11, and the time when an
employee was released from work for the sake of study was paid in part, namely at
the rate of 50% of the average salary for that time, but not less than the minimum
wage. Such students were also granted paid leave of up to 20 working days to take
final exams, and exemption from work during the school year for part of the working
day (up to 50% of their salary). Companies were required to create conditions for
combining work and study (dormitories, meals, study rooms, access to libraries, etc.)
and were prohibited from sending such students on business trips or requiring them
to work overtime during the study period. By 1 September 1960, personnel,
regulations and conditions had to be prepared for the large-scale implementation of
this form of educational organisation.

Alongside the focus on vocational and industrial training, students were also
encouraged to learn self-sufficiency. In accordance with 1958 USSR reform, a
resolution was adopted by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine
and the Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR [14] that for the expansion of self-
service by students in educational institutions. This included cleaning classrooms,
growing trees, working in cafeterias and dining halls, and participating in the repair
of furniture and school buildings, and other maintenance tasks.

Since labour was the basis of the policy of ‘connecting school with life,” it
attracted a lot of attention from the authorities. In 1960, the Council of Ministers of
the Ukrainian SSR adopted a resolution ‘On the state of and measures to improve
occupational safety for pupils in general education schools,” [7] which identified
numerous violations of safety and hygiene conditions faced by students in years 9—11
while working in school workshops and in production, and indicated which authorities
should take what measures to improve the situation (providing students with
protective equipment, special clothing, conducting training sessions). It should be

noted that this resolution was a signal of a systemic problem, the scale of which could
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not be ignored. The document indirectly acknowledges the failure of previous
regulatory mechanisms, as violations were found in dozens of areas, including cases
of student labour in premises unsuitable for work, with unprotected electrical
appliances and faulty equipment. A broader analysis of this resolution in context
shows that the legitimacy of using child labour in such conditions, even as part of the
educational process, was not questioned. Thus, the resolution attests to the systemic
inability of the Soviet state to place child safety above economic expediency and
ideological slogans.

A number of regulations [11] were issued to ensure the functioning of the
‘connection between school and life.” Thus, the act ‘Regulation on Eight-Year
Education’ stipulated that school covered years 1-8 and functioned as a compulsory
form of education for children aged 7-15. To ensure that parents could work, schools
with extended hours were established, as well as extended stay groups with meals and
extracurricular activities. The main theme of the Regulation was the ‘combination of
education with productive work,” namely, compulsory participation in work on
educational and research sites, in workshops, hospitals, state farms, and nurseries. In
other words, vocational training was implemented from the first years of studying,
which indicated an attempt to integrate children into the economy even before they
reached adulthood.

The second act of the aforementioned resolution approved the Regulations on
Secondary General Education Polytechnic Schools with Vocational Training.
Vocational training, which was introduced as early as year 9, took centre stage.
Students not only received theoretical training, but also worked in workshops, at basic
enterprises, and even took qualification exams. In this way, schoolchildren were
integrated into the labour process from an early age. In fact, learning ‘for work’ took
precedence over learning ‘for life.’

The third act approved the Regulations on Evening Secondary General
Education Schools for Working-Class and Rural Youth and Part-Time General

Education Schools. Analysis of this document shows that schools here were not
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autonomous institutions of knowledge, but rather an ‘organic continuation’ of the
labour process. Students studied after their shift or without interruption from
production, and the educational process was organised according to the logic of
factory discipline. In other words, the very basis of the school was to serve as a ‘tool’
for improving the qualifications of the labour reserve, rather than for developing
critical thinking.

Regulations on ‘Schools with Longer Days’ [8] was the last act adopted in that
period. This document not only set out the organisational basis for longer school days
for kids aged 7 and up, but also clearly laid out the goals for moral, political, aesthetic,
and work education in line with communist ideology. It was envisaged that children
would be involved in work from an early age (starting from 8-years’ old they attended
labour clubs and from 9-years’ old they participated in training workshops.

To ensure parents’ productivity, the communist party needed to provide extra
care for younger children. In the context of growing industrialisation, the mass entry
of women into the labour market and urbanisation, this decision had significant social
importance. Thus, extended day groups were organised [15] and nurseries were
established. [13] The resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Ukraine and the Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR ‘On the organisation of
extended day schools’ regulated the creation of extended day schools for pupils in
years 1-8, especially in cities, workers' settlements and rural areas. In such schools,
teachers supervised children after their main classes, children received meals and rest,
and for children in years 1-2 and weakened children, even a daytime nap was
provided. As for nurseries, according to the regulations, children from 2 months to 7
years of age were admitted to these institutions. The regulations established technical
standards (e.g., number of rooms, groups, number of children in each group), the
length of stay for children (9, 10, 12 and 24 hours a day), types of nurseries (e.g., 24-
hour boarding schools, for children with physical disabilities, sanatorium-type), the
procedures for enrolling and dismissing children, staffing, and other administrative

standards.

https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3041-2110

YBech KOHTEHT JlilieH30BaHo 3a ymoBaMmu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

@ ||"O

Thus, analysis of these provisions leads to the conclusion that they were all
designed to shape a model of labour discipline for students as future workers. They
were adopted during a period of intensification of Soviet ideology and the formation
of a ‘new man’ through the education system. These provisions are thoroughly
imbued with communist ideology, in which the school was seen not simply as an
institution of knowledge, but as an instrument of ‘communist education,” where
education was closely linked to labour activity, corresponding to the Soviet paradigm
of ‘man as a cog in the system’ rather than a self-actualised personality.

In 1960, there were 4,770 permanent kindergartens in Ukraine, attended by
330,670 children. In total, more than 1,000,200 children were educated in permanent
and seasonal preschool institutions, 852,000 of them in collective farms. Between
1959 and 1962, 2,049 new kindergartens were opened, providing 322,000 places. In
1963, 1,168 kindergartens were put into operation. [16, p. 331]

Money was redirected with new foci. The provisions of The 1958 Law in the
Ukrainian SSR regarding the creation of funds for compulsory education were
implemented in a corresponding resolution of the Council of Ministers of the
Ukrainian SSR. [12] Funds for compulsory education were made available for basic
resources, such as clothing, footwear, textbooks, school supplies and so on.
Moreover, funds were directed to welfare, such as for food or one-time financial
assistance to orphaned students, children of disabled veterans of the Great Patriotic
War, or other low-income students who had not been raised in state orphanages or
boarding schools. There was also money for improving the health of students through
sanatoriums, rest homes, and pioneer camps and for the organisation of cultural trips,
excursions, hikes and other cultural events. The system sought to inspire by awarding
bonuses to students who had distinguished themselves in the work of school
collectives by performing socially useful work. Lastly, money was available for
students who studied at music schools or attended music clubs in general education

schools.
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Conclusions. Khrushchev’s wish that education should be ‘closer to life’, was
made manifest by promotion of polytechnic education in the 1958 reform. Since the
early 1950s, there had been a growing imbalance between the number of secondary
school graduates seeking higher education and the need for skilled labour at various
levels. The educational reforms of 1958 aimed to combine general and polytechnic
education with vocational training in such a way as to direct most young people over
the age of 15 directly into ‘production.’

However, scholars see some ambiguity regarding the effectiveness of these
reforms. Thus, Marchuk points to its all-Union character and the Russification of the
Union republics, including the Ukrainian SSR. [4, p. 117-119] Berezivska sees
manifold positives in this reform: among others, she lauds the partial democratisation
of school life and education management, the intensification of pedagogical research
to ensure the scientific basis of the reform, the emergence of teacher-training colleges
(avtorska shkola') that contributed to pedagogical creativity, the activation of
students' learning activities in the classroom, and thus the creation of Sukhomlynsky's
humanistic concept of education. However, Berezivska also notes that school reforms
were incomplete. Whilst there was no lack of professional resources: the pedagogical,
legal, and material and technical support for the implementation of the reform were
all solid, socio-political reasons curtailed the reform dramatically—the Brezhnev Era
of Stagnation saw cessation of reform in all areas of public life. [1, p. 11] Indeed, one
of the saddest aspects of this reform was the reduction of general secondary education
from 11 to 10 years.

Despite these ambiguities, the educational reform of the second half of the
1950s in the Ukrainian SSR clearly became one of the key instruments for
implementing the policy of de-Stalinisation and modernisation of Soviet society. Its
content and directions were directly related to the political processes that took place

after the death of Stalin and to Khrushchev's desire to give the Soviet system a ‘new

! The term ‘avtorska shkola’ refers to an educational institution that operates according to an original pedagogical
system created by a specific teacher or group of teachers; such schools became centres of pedagogical innovation and
creative exploration in the context of the partial democratisation of education in the late 1950s and 1960s.
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lease of life.” The USSR law and the Ukrainian SSR law of the same name ‘On
strengthening the connection between school and life and on the further development
of the public education system’ of 1958 enshrined the idea of combining education
with productive labour, which embodied the ideological approach to the formation of
the ‘working person’ as the basis of socialist society.

The reform contributed to expanding access to education — the introduction of
compulsory eight-year schooling, the development of boarding schools, extended day
groups, and preschool institutions. At the same time, it aimed not only to raise the
educational level of the population, but also to meet the economic needs of the state
for a skilled workforce. The institutional structure of the new system (eight-year
schooling, polytechnic vocational schools, evening and correspondence schools for
working youth, and vocational technical schools) shaped students as future production
workers rather than as autonomous individuals with critical thinking skills.

Despite the positive trends, namely the attempts to democratise internal school
management, the development of pedagogical research, and Sukhomlynsky-style
humanistic initiatives, the reform had a number of contradictions. Its implementation
was accompanied by Russification increased ideological control over the content of
education, a reduction in the length of schooling, and neglect of child labour safety
issues. As a result, instead of creating a child-centred education system, a model
focused on industrial discipline and economic expediency was established. Thus, the
1958 reform revealed the duality of Soviet education policy: a combination of
modernisation aspirations with a rigid ideological framework. It showed that the
Soviet state viewed schools not as autonomous institutions of knowledge, but as
mechanisms for shaping the ‘new man’ — a citizen prepared for work and loyal to
the system, who was to serve not only society, but above all, state ideology.

An analysis of the 1958 educational reform in the Ukrainian SSR allows us not
only to gain a deeper understanding of the mechanisms of the Soviet education
system, but also to draw certain conclusions relevant to Ukraine's current educational

policy. Firstly, the experience of combining education with productive labour has
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shown that excessive utilitarianism in education leads to a narrowing of its humanistic
content; therefore, it is important today to maintain a balance between practical
training and the development of critical thinking, creativity and civic competencies in
students. Secondly, an analysis of the Soviet system of centralised education
management shows the danger of excessive politicisation of the educational process,
which highlights the need to ensure real autonomy for educational institutions and to
depoliticise the content of education. Thirdly, despite its ideological limitations, the
1958 reform laid the foundation for the principle of universal compulsory secondary
education — a value that remains relevant today.

Therefore, understanding the legacy of this reform has not only historical and
legal significance, but also practical significance: it helps to avoid repeating the
systemic mistakes of the past and to develop the modern Ukrainian school as a space
of freedom, equal opportunities and social responsibility.

Despite the depth of the analysis, this study has certain limitations due to both
the source base and the scope of the work. First, the analysis is based mainly on
official regulatory acts, party documents and statistical reports that reflect the position
of the state, but do not always allow for a complete picture of the practical
implementation of reforms at the local level. Secondly, the study focuses on the period
of de-Stalinisation (1953-1963), while the further evolution of Soviet education
policy in the 1970s and 1980s requires a separate comprehensive study to understand
the continuity or transformation of legal approaches. I have previously addressed
these issues in part in the context of the establishment of the legal foundations for
protecting children's right to education in the 1920s [6], but the period of later Soviet
development requires a broader legal analysis in view of the changes in the political
and ideological context.

Further research should be linked to a comparative legal analysis of educational
reforms in other Soviet republics, which will allow us to assess the uniqueness or
commonality of the Ukrainian experience within the USSR. It is also promising to

study the influence of the Soviet educational model on contemporary Ukrainian
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legislation on education, in particular with regard to the ideas of universal compulsory
education, polytechnic training, and interaction between schools and industry. Such
research will contribute to a deeper understanding of the legal evolution of the
education system and help to develop a further and comprehensive political and legal

assessment of the Soviet legacy in the modern context.

Acknowledgements. This research was supported by the British Academy
research grant RaR\100632. The author also expresses appreciation for the

constructive feedback provided during the review process.

List of References:

1. Berezivska L. D. Reformuvannia zahalnoi serednoi osvity v radianskii Ukraini
v umovakh avtorytarnoho suspilstva (1931-1991): istoriohrafiia ta dzherela / L. D.
Berezivska // Naukovo-pedahohichni studii. — 2019. — Ne 3. — S. 9-33. — DOI:
https://doi.org/10.32405/2663-5739-2019-3-9-33.

2. Khrushchov M. S. Vykhovuvaty aktyvnykh 1 svidomykh budivnykiv
komunistychnoho suspilstva. — K. : Molod, 1958. — 96 s.

3. Khrushchov M. S. Zvitna dopovid TsK KPRS XX zizdovi partii. — K. :
Derzhpolitvydav URSR, 1956. — 106 s.

4. Marchuk O. Zakon pro shkolu (1959 r.): obstavyny yoho pryiniattia / O.
Marchuk // Istoryko-pedahohichnyi almanakh. — 2014. — No 1. — S. 112-122. —
Rezhym dostupu: https://enpuirb.udu.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/6¢72fd37-
cecc-4dfa-9669-b163cc398819/content.

5. Nakaz Ministerstva osvity Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro stan roboty shkil 1 viddiliv
narodnoi osvity Kharkivskoi oblasti» Ne 114 vid 24 bereznia 1955 r. // Zbirnyk
nakaziv ta rozporiadzhen Ministerstva osvity Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1955. — Ne 8. — St.
41.

https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3041-2110

YBech KOHTEHT JlilieH30BaHo 3a ymoBaMmu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.32405/2663-5739-2019-3-9-33
https://enpuirb.udu.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/6c72fd37-cecc-4dfa-9669-b163cc398819/content
https://enpuirb.udu.edu.ua/server/api/core/bitstreams/6c72fd37-cecc-4dfa-9669-b163cc398819/content

@ ||"O

6. Omarova A. State and legal provision of child's rights to education in Ukraine
in the 1920s // Turydychnyi naukovyi elektronnyi zhurnal. —2024. — Ne 2. — S. 50-55.
— URL: https://doi.org/10.32782/2524-0374/2024-2/9

7. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro stan ta zakhody polipshennia
okhorony pratsi uchniv zahalnoosvitnikh shkil» Ne 1277 vid 6 serpnia 1960 r. //
Zbirnyk postanov 1 rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1960. — Ne 8. — St. 134.

8. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro shkolu z prodovzhenym
dnem» Ne 1338 vid 16 serpnia 1960 r. // Zbirnyk postanov i1 rozporiadzhen uriadu
Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1960. — Ne 8. — St. 139.

9. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro vstanovlennia skorochenoho
robochoho dnia abo skorochenoho robochoho tyzhnia dlia osib, yaki uspishno
navchaiutsia bez vidryvu vid vyrobnytstva, v shkolakh robitnychoi 1 silskoi molodi —
vechirnikh (zminnykh, sezonnykh) 1 zaochnykh serednikh zahalnoosvitnikh
shkolakh» Ne 1890 vid 9 hrudnia 1959 r. // Zbirnyk postanov i rozporiadzhen uriadu
Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1960. — Ne 12. — St. 167.

10. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro zatverdzhennia Instruktsii po
obliku ditei i pidlitkiv shkilnoho viku v Ukrainskii RSR» vid 17 lypnia 1957 r. Ne 786
/I Zbirnyk postanov i rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1957. — Ne 11. — St.
142.

11. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro zatverdzhennia polozhen pro
vosmyrichnu shkolu, seredniu zahalnoosvitniu trudovu politekhnichnu shkolu z
vyrobnichym navchanniam, vechirniu (zminnu) seredniu zahalnoosvitniu shkolu
robitnychoi 1 silskoi molodi ta zahalnoosvitniu seredniu zaochnu shkolu» Ne 1337 vid
16 serpnia 1960 r. // Zbirnyk postanov i rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. —
1960. — Ne 8. — St. 138.

12. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro zatverdzhennia Polozhennia
pro fondy zahalnoho oboviazkovogo navchannia» vid 25 lystopada 1959 r. Ne 1818 //
Zbirnyk postanov i rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. —1959. — Ne 11. — St. 155.

https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3041-2110

YBech KOHTEHT JlilieH30BaHo 3a ymoBaMmu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.32782/2524-0374/2024-2/9

@ ||"O

13. Postanova Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro zatverdzhennia Polozhennia
pro obiednanu doshkilnu dytiachu ustanovu (iasla-sadok)» No 1132 vid 11 lypnia
1960 r. // Zbirnyk postanov 1 rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1960. — No 7.
—St. 110.

14. Postanova Tsentralnoho komitetu KP Ukrainy ta Rady Ministriv Ukrainskoi
RSR «Pro rozshyrennia samoobsluhovuvannia v zahalnoosvitnikh shkolakh,
shkolakh-internatakh, dytiachykh budynkakh, profesiino-tekhnichnykh
uchylyshchakh, suvorovskykh uchylyshchakh, u serednikh spetsialnykh ta vyshchykh
uchbovykh zakladakh Ukrainskoi RSR» vid 13 lypnia 1959 r. Ne 1013 // Zbirnyk
postanov 1 rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1959. — Ne 7. — St. §2.

15. Postanova TsK KP Ukrainy 1 Rady Ministriv URSR «Pro orhanizatsiiu shkil z
prodovzhenym dnem» vid 22 bereznia 1960 r. Ne 419 // Zbirnyk postanov 1
rozporiadzhen uriadu Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1960. — Ne 3. — St. 28.

16. Uliukaieva I. H. Rozvytok doshkilno1 osvity v Ukraini v 1960-1990 rr. / I. H.
Uliukaieva // Naukovi zapysky Berdianskoho derzhavnoho pedahohichnoho
universytetu. — 2015, — Ne 3. — S. 330-339. — Rezhym dostupu:
https://pedagogy.bdpu.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/58.pdf.

17. Zakon Ukrainskoi RSR «Pro zmitsnennia zviazku shkoly z zhyttiam 1 pro
dalshyi rozvytok systemy narodnoi osvity v Ukrainskii RSR» // Vidomosti
Verkhovnoi Rady Ukrainskoi RSR. — 1959. — Ne 14. — 17 kvitnia 1959 r. — St. 101.

https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3041-2110

YBech KOHTEHT JlilieH30BaHo 3a ymoBaMmu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://ppdnz.com.ua/index.php/home/about
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://pedagogy.bdpu.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/58.pdf

